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Homeowners Inside This Issue
Seasonal Tips- Spring / Summer

Seasonal Tips- Spring/Summer
By David Grecco Design/Build
Aprll showers and hot AUgUSt nlghtS can take their Lead Safe Certification Federal Law

toll on even the best-built home. Here’s how to
prepare for warmer weather.

Lawn Maintenance
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Window/Door Replacement

e Check window weep holes and remove any
clogs.

o Have a professional check your roof for any
damage done over the winter months.

e Check your air conditioner and schedule
needed maintenance before peak use periods.

e Check and replace rubber washers on exterior
faucet.

o Clean out gutters and downspouts. Remove
debris and flush with a hose.

e Prune back tree branches and shrubs that are
too close to the house.

o Check driveways and other paved surfaces for
cracks and signs of deterioration.

e Check and repair or replace exterior caulking
(we can never say it enough).

e Clean lint from the clothes dryer venting
system. It can be a fire hazard.

o Reset auto-light timers for the longer days
ahead.

e Clean and seal decks. Winter can leave
exterior surfaces stained from fall leaves and
dirty from snow melt runoff. This will keep
your deck water-repellant, damage-free and
aesthetically attractive for all the barbecues in
the months ahead.

e Wash the exterior of your house using ordinary
garden hose pressure and a mild detergent.
Pressure washers are not always the best
idea—they are powerful enough to force water
under the siding, where it can encourage
mildew and rot. If power washing is truly in
order, hire a professional.

e Have a certified chimney sweep inspect and
clean chimneys. Taking care of this task in the

spring or summer—rather than in the peak
autumn season—allows plenty of time for
repairs before the next heating season. It’s also
easier to schedule a sweep than during the fall
cleaning season, and sometimes, rates can be
lower as a result of off-season discounts.

Caulk exterior joints around all windows and
doors. Caulking keeps the house weather-tight
and will help reduce high summer energy bills.
It can also help keep insects and vermin out of
the house.

Check the operation and condition of attic fans
and roof-mounted turbine vents. Also make sure
that bathroom and kitchen vent fans are
working properly and are not blocked or
obstructed. This can impede the intake of fresh
air and removal of stale air from the home.
These fans run on little energy and can greatly
reduce cooling costs—not to mention increasing
comfort inside the home during a hot and humid
summer.

To prepare for summer, make sure attics are
well insulated and ventilated. Excess heat in the
upstairs area of a two-story home, or the
sensation of a ranch-style home feeling “hot
from above” could indicate insufficient attic
insulation and poor ventilation.

We can inspect your home for all of the
above and provide you with a prompt
free estimate of repairs assuring you of
aworry free -enjoyable summer!



http://www.carpentryandhandymanconceptsllc.com/
mailto:dave@carpentryandhandymanconceptsllc.com
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Desig n/Bui Id Our team is made up of planners and design professionals
with the skills required to take each client's needs, along
with every related detail, and carefully plan and coordinate
them into the perfect blend of function, value, inventive
styling, and creative design that will enhance your
Environment.

With our diverse background we bring a broad spectrum of
ideas and new techniques into providing a unique and
personal “presentation” of your business space or home.

e Connecticut Registered Interior Designer

e Connecticut Licensed Building Official

e Connecticut Registered HIC

New EPA Law requires all Contractors to Be
Trained and Certified in Lead Safe Practices by April 20, 2010

Beginning April 20, 2010, federal law will require that contractors performing renovation, repair and painting projects that
disturb lead-based paint in homes, child care facilities, and schools built before 1978 to be certified and follow specific work
practices to prevent lead contamination.

Ask if the contractor is trained to perform lead-safe work practices and to see a copy of their training certificate.

Ask them what lead-safe methods they will use to set up and perform the job in your home, child care facility or
school.

Ask if the contractor is aware of the lead renovation rules. For example, contractors are required to provide you with a
copy of a pamphlet before beginning work. A sample pre-renovation disclosure form is provided at the back of that
pamphlet. Contractors may use that form to make documentation of compliance easier.

Always make sure the contract is clear about how the work will be set up, performed, and cleaned.

Share the results of any previous lead tests with the contractor.

The contract should specify which parts of your home is part of the work area and specify which lead-safe work
practices should be used in those areas. Remember, your contractor should confine dust and debris to the work area
and should minimize spreading that dust to other areas of the home.

The contract should also specify that the contractor clean the work area, verify that it was cleaned adequately, and
re-clean it if necessary.

Once these practices are required, if you think a worker is failing to do what they are supposed to do or is doing
something that is unsafe, you should

Direct the contractor to comply with the contract requirements.

WE ARE FULLY TRAINED AND CERTIFIED IN LEAD SAFETY PRACTICES
WHICH IS NOW FEDERAL LAW
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Lawn Maintenance

Filling in Your Lawn

If you have bare patches on your lawn, grass seeding in early April can help fill them in. You can also use
sod to fill in bare patches. Sodding can be done any time of the year as long as the ground is not frozen.
You'll need to prepare the soil ahead of time and water the sod regularly to keep the roots from drying out.
Heavy activity should be avoided on sod, but as it grows it will need to be mowed.

When to Fertilize Lawn

Generally, you should avoid fertilizing your lawn during the spring because using nitrogen fertilizers tends
to stimulate development of the shoots more than growth of roots. But if you believe it's necessary, be sure
that you know how to fertilize your lawn. If you use fertilizer, apply only a quarter of what the instructions
on the bag say you should use. "This means that if the fertilizer bag says it will cover 5,000 square feet, it
should cover 20,000 square feet," according to the University of lllinois Extension. Save the full application
of fertilizer for mid-May if you plan to water your lawn during the summer months.

Fighting Lawn Weeds

Chemicals to fight crabgrass can be applied during the early spring. You may need to make a second
application in mid-May to control late germinating crabgrass and other lawn weeds. Using crabgrass-
fertilizer products should be avoided since they can stimulate the shoots instead of allowing roots to grow
to their full potential.

Take time to properly prepare and maintain your lawn. Once your lawn begins to grow, make sure you
mow it regularly with sharp blades to get a clean cut. Grass should be mowed once it has grown to 3 to 4
inches--that way you won't have to cut off too much and will have a lush field of green to enjoy.

Window and Door Replacement  AfterJune 1, 2009:
U factor <= 0.30; SHGC <= 0.30

Windows and Doors (Not all ENERGY STAR products qualify.)

Learn more about:

e Energy performance ratings for windows, doors,
and skylights (including U factor and SHGC)

e Selecting energy-efficient windows

e Selecting energy-efficient exterior doors

e Selecting energy-efficient skylights

Credit: 30% of cost, up to $1,500
ENERGY STAR labels can be used to document doors,

When and Where: windows, and skylights bought before June 1, 2009.

e 2009 and 2010 only Storm windows and doors

e Primary residence only
e Existing homes only U factor <= 0.30; SHGC <= 0.30

(when combined with the exterior window or door over

Properly insulating air ducts located in unconditioned which it is installed)
Product Requirements More Information Exterior Storm windows and doors must meet the code
windows, doors, skylights established by the International Energy Conservation

Code (IECC). Ask retailer or manufacturer for a
manufacturer's certification statement.


http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/windows_doors_skylights/index.cfm/mytopic=13320
http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/windows_doors_skylights/index.cfm/mytopic=13320
http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/windows_doors_skylights/index.cfm/mytopic=13340
http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/windows_doors_skylights/index.cfm/mytopic=13620
http://www.energysavers.gov/your_home/windows_doors_skylights/index.cfm/mytopic=13640

Carpentry & Handyman
Concepts LLC

Phone: 203-847-5391

Fax: 203-847-4652

E-Mail:
dave@carpentryandhandymanconceptslic.com

We’re on the Web Visit us at:

www.carpentryandhandymanconceptslic.com

Fully licensed by the State of
Connecticut and Fully Insured

Serving Fairfield County for over 20
years

Trained and Certified for Federally
Required Lead Safe Practices

Design/Build Service available

We can fix it, repair it, build it or
replace it/

Carpentry and Handyman Concepts LLC

192 New Canaan Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850

Services That We Offer

Handyman Services Turn your honey-do list over to us
and relax. We can help you with all those small jobs
around the house. From fixing a door to patching
sheetrock- no job is too small!

Remodeling and Construction Specializing in
additions, alterations, kitchens, baths and decks. From
conception to completion we handle your project with
prompt professionalism

Furniture Barn- Wilton CT
Built by Carpentry and
Handyman Concepts

4. We will work with
you to bring your dream to a reality.

Lawn Maintenance/Clean Ups/Snow Plowing
Allow us to give you an estimate on handling all of your
seasonal needs. From grass cutting to leaf removal- one
call does it all!

Property Maintenance/Management

Our Staff is available 24/7 for all of your property needs.
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